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(54) KEY CHANGING METHOD IN OPEN KEY CIPHER SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: «?S«m^^ 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To change a key without inconvenience 
by decoding encoded data and electronic signed data smoothly with 
a past key so as to be able to obtain transmitter authorization after 
the key change of an open key cipher system. 
SOLUTION: This key changing method is provided with a table 201 
holding past secret keys, a table 21 1 holding past open keys, and a 
table 221 holding transmitted side data before the change of keys. 
An old open key is transmitted to the transmitted side to which ^^iifi^^-.-^d^^^ 
data was actually sent before the change of the key, and the data 
before the change of the secret key and open key is decoded on 
the transmitted side to confirm a signature. In decoding processing 
on the receiving side, whether the received data can be decoded 
with a present secret key or not is judged, and in the negative case, >,Jk^ 
the old secret key is retrieved from the secret key table 201 to J.t)? 
decode the data with the retrieved old secret key. 
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